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ABSTRACT 

A sufficient amount of foreign research literature has been devoted to the study of such a 
political phenomenon as euroscepticism; recently, interest in it among the Russian scientific 
community has intensified due to the strengthening of its positions in the EU countries. Italy 

-
euroscepticism and populism. The purpose of this article is to determine the sustainability of the 
new government. The author identifies the causes of the weakening of the position of the 
Democratic Party in Italy, the coming to power of radical parties, whose leadership until recently 
was not taken seriously among the EU political establishment. The paper also analyzes the main 

its implementation. 

To solve these tasks, a historical and chronological method was used, which allowed to 
track the stages of weakening popular support for traditional parties and the growing popularity 
of euro skeptics. The research was also used the theoretical research method as an analysis to 
determine the future prospects of the government in domestic and foreign policy. 

The author comes to the conclusion that in the coming years Italy will become the leader of 
all eurosceptic forces with the prospect of creating and heading a similar faction in the European 
Parliament in May 20
anti-Russian sanctions should not be considered too optimistic. Analyzing the declining rhetoric 
of the Italian leadership on this issue, the author assumes that the Russian issue is just a 
bargaining chip in knocking out EU preferences on fiscal and migration issues. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The political landscape of Italy underwent serious changes in 2018. eurograndees and the 
form

North of Italy, targeted with lay enforcement authorities, would create the government and 
define domestic and foreign policy of the country. 

Nevertheless, for many experts the success of the eurosceptic centre-right coalition on the 
elections on March 4, 2018, including right-wing Lega (The League)  17,37 percent, centre-
right Forza Italia (Forward Italy)  14,01 percent and national-conservative political party 
Fratelli d'Italia (Brothers of Italy) as well as the populist Movimento 5 Stelle (Five Star 
Movement, M5S)  32,68 percent, was predictable. 

The Italian political scientist Ettore Ferrini in his article on the web-

phenomenon of euroscepticism became the tendency of the Pan-European policy [1], and Italy 
-  
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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA 

For better understanding the reasons of accession to power of eurosceptics and their massive 
support by Italians it is necessary to allocate the most significant stages of the political evolution 
of the parties which created the government. These are M5S and Lega. 

support of its political convictions and its program. political organization was created in 2009 

party, and Gianroberto Casaleggio, who was sponsoring his political undertakings. The party 
gained popularity among Italians thanks to charging the Italian political establishment of 
violation of national interests in the service of the Euro-Atlantic solidarity, of the inability to 
optimize the public expenditures and corruption. Appeals of withdrawal from the eurozone and 

 all statesmen 
of Italy at the supranational level, M5S, nevertheless, is considered the member of the camp of 
eurosceptics [2].  

The sequence in upholding of the ideas, startling behaviour, 
the political life of Italy at the local 

and national levels gave 25 percent of support among voters on parliamentary elections in 2013. 
The movement got 108 seats in the Chamber of Deputies and 315 in Senate. 

In 2015 M5S was already perceived by Italians not 

factor promoting more serious perception of M5S on a political arena. In 2016 Casaleggio died 
and both all financial and a part of ideological tools passed to his son David. It was obvious that 
Grillo could not further hold the head post having a criminal background of manslaughter in the 
accident which claimed several lives.  
a politically undesirable person in Italian and European political circles. Casaleggio Jr. and many 
party functionaries decided that Luigi Di Maio, a young ambitious politician who dropped out 
of the university for sake of the politician career in M5S, from a humble background, was an 
ideal person for a post of a new head of Five Star Movement.  

With a change of the head, it was succeeded to make the transition from political nihilism 
to a more constructive strategy. Di Maio announced refusal of some critical statements towards 
the EU, such as a withdrawal from the eurozone, and also allowed a possibility to make alliance 

establishment and eurograndees but also showed a high-
percent on the elections in 2013 and 32,68 percent on the elections in 2018). It is necessary to 
emphasize that populist moods of M5S were less radical in comparison with the statements of 
its partners in the coalition. The movement criticized the Europeans principles of management 
but does not deny the European integration as such [3].  

However not M5S but Lega is considered the main politician and social troublemaker in 
Italy. If Di Maio, being de facto the guide of the will and the interests of certain Italian business 
circles, is capable to make concessions in dialogue with the EU, then Salvini openly shows 
obstinacy and inflexibility in upholding of his positions. Actually, exactly thanks to him the 
League is obliged by such unprecedented political success.  
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positions in areas Piemonte, Veneto, Trentino-Alto Adige, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Emilia-
Romagna and Liguria. Citizens of the central regions Toscana, Marche and Umbria also showed 
sympathy to the League. Reforming of Italy to the federal state, the translation of the solution 
of problems of education, medicine and taxation to regional authorities and also tightening of 
the migration issue were the key ideas of Bossi. Lega acted for radical forms of federalism and 
for receiving more rights for the industrially developed Italian North to the detriment of the 
southern provinces [4]. In the elections to European Parliament in 2014 Lega took fourth place 
in Italy after Democratic Party, M5S and Forza Italia, having gained 6,2 percent of votes. 
Whereas corruption scandals of the party and the subsequent resignation of its head Bossi, lots 
of politicians considered that result as a real victory of a new leader Salvini [5]. His policy, based 

nationalist slogans calling for separatism, showed growth of popularity of the party all over the 
country. Since he took office in 2014 the political organization has increased support of voters 
by 13 percent (17,37 percent in 2018).  

NOVUS REX NOVA LEX 

In 2017 the real prerequisites for political transformations in the country were created. 
These are: 1) gaining popularity among the population criticism of social policy of the 

flow of refugees from the MENA countries because of which Italy could not take the appropriate 
measures for its restriction without intervention and political pressure from the European 
institutes [6]; 3) negative consequences of the international sanctions against Russia on the 
Italian economy, especially on the agriculture sector.  

The disappointment if Italians with the policy of Italian Democratic Party led by Matteo 
Renzi, focused on performance obligations more in front of the EU, became also one of key 
factors of loss of trust among voters. 

-
European rhetoric and also delegitimization of political institutes at different levels to antagonize 
even more the Italian public concerning the EU. Moreover, she emphasizes that populists do not 
carry out difference between the policy of these European institutes and the EU as such [7].  

The internal contradictions among democrats that began back in 2017 led to a natural split 

establishment as former Democratic Party National Secretary Pierre Luigi Bersani, head of the 
ies Roberto Speranza and ex-premier Massimo 

D'Alema, who created their own political movement Liberi e Uguali (Free and Equal, LeU). 

failure of the referendum on constitutional amendments at the end of 2016, initiated by the Prime 
Minister, the loss of control over the party and its influence in the country became apparent. 

r, 
unpopular euro obligations, and following the Pan-European political course in the sensitive for 
Italians issue in relation to migrants, as well as the results of sanctions against Russia, led to a 
sharp and irreversible decline in support for the Democratic Party among citizens. So, if 
according to the results of the parliamentary elections of 2013, the political movement was able 
to get support of 25.42 percent of voters, then already at the elections of 2018 only 19 percent. 
According to the former di
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Democratic Party with political force of Silvio Berlusconi would have been an excellent 
counterweight to European sceptics. However, instead of the expected 20 percent, the center-
right Forza Italia managed to get only 14, which finally undermined the hopes of Brussels to 
form a balanced Euro-oriented Italian government. 

Nevertheless, the eurocentrists did not abandon attempts to prevent eurosceptics from 
coming to power. The Italian President Sergio Mattarella, using his constitutional powers, did 
not approve Paolo Savona, a well-
Minister of Economy and Finance. However, the political ambitions of the winners of the 
parliamentary elections did not allow the formation of a technical government headed by the 
proposed president, former euro functionary Carlo Cottarelli, and eventually led them to form a 
government through a series of concessions to the president. The nonpartisan politician, lawyer 
and professor Giuseppe Conte, a figure suiting both eurosceptics and representatives of 
traditional parties in Italy, became the formal head of the new cabinet. The post of minister of 

ian Enzo Moavero Milanese, a staunch 
anti-fascist and supporter of a constructive dialogue with the EU. After taking his post, he 
refused to sit at the desk of Benito Mussolini, thereby emphasizing his ideological mood for a 
constructive dialogue with the EU and non-reprobation of himself with any nationalist ideas in 
Italy, including the radical wing of Lega. Italian Economy and Finance Minister Giovanni Tria 
also became a compromise figure between the president and the Brussels on the one hand and 
the new government one the other hand. 

VENTUS MUTATIONIS 

The head of the Italian Cabinet, Giuseppe Conte, announced a number of radical measures 
that he was going to implement in his domestic and foreign policy. They are set out in the 

ram, represented by both eurosceptic parties. 

In domestic policy, the absolute priority for the Italian government was to reduce financial 
dependence on Brussels and stabilize its own economic situation. Among the main requirements 
of the Yellow-Green government to the European Union were the write-off of 250 billion euros 
of roman debt to the European Central Bank and the abolition of the budget and financial 
restrictions established by the Maastricht Treaty regarding the limit of acceptable budget deficit 
of public debt, which has already exceeded 130 percent of the country's GDP.  

Another equally important internal problem for Rome is the solution to the migration 
problem. Due to its geographical location, Italy is in the first line of European countries hosting 
refugees from the MENA countries. Against this background, the growing level of criminal 
threat, riots and violence in the country has increased the anti-migrant sentiment of the Italians. 
A new minister of the interior, deputy prime minister and leader of Lega Salvini is the main 
supporter of a radical solution of this problem. It should be noted that extremely fast-growing 
popularity of his party, which according to the rating of SWG is already ahead of its coalition 
partner, M5S, owes to the vexa
national security. The interior minister demanded a revision of the Dublin Regulation, which 
obliges Italy to register and equip refugees, which entails significant financial costs. The recent 

  

Unlike the domestic policy, the foreign policy of the new Italian Cabinet is more balanced 
and meets the basic principles of Euro-Atlantic solidarity. Thus, the Italian government 
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reaffirmed its commitment to NATO and the United States as a priority ally[8]. Moreover, 
Salvini was determined to intensify the activities of the structure at Italian Maritime borders. 
Taking part in the sea Guardian mission, in which also participates Italy, NATO is already 
present in the Mediterranean basin. United States Sixth Fleet has one of the bases in Gaeta and 
cooperates closely with the Italian coast guard. Nevertheless, Salvini wanted NATO to go 
beyond its anti-terrorist functions and assist in the fight against illegal migration from the MENA 
countries.  

In parallel with its full political and military-strategic orientation to the Euro-Atlantic 
values, Rome sees Russia not as a military threat but as a potentially most important economic 
and commercial partner. In this regard, the eurosceptics called for the lifting or weakening of 
sanctions against Russia. The Italian Prime Minister on the eve of the June summit of the 
European Union issued a warning against the automatic extension of restrictions. Moreover, 
Conte said that during his visit to Moscow in October 2018 thirteen trade agreements were 
signed with Russia for almost 2 billion euros. The Italian political establishment believed that 

cooperation between Moscow and NATO and the EU in the Mediterranean basin, where there 
is a potential for a joint settlement of regional crises in Syria and Libya.  

CONCLUSION 

Such pragmatic steps for the national economy provoked a new round of anti-Russian 
campaigns in Italy. In the American and European mass media, a large-scale propaganda 
campaign was launched to undermine the authority of the leaders of the Yellow-Green 
government. Repeated allegations of George Soros on Salvini blaming for working for the 
Kremlin was an attempt to force action on Rome in order to not allow any exemptions on the 
sanction issue against Russia. However, it should be noted that also without the American 
influence Rome is unlikely to risk aggravating relations with the eurograndees because of this 
issue. First, Italy will have to enlist the support of like-minded governments in Austria and 
Hungary, which also oppose the sanctions regime. Secondly, it is obvious that for Italy the 
solution of domestic political problems is a priority. In this regard, the requirement to lift 
sanctions against Russia can be used by Rome as a bargaining chip in negotiations with Brussels 
to obtain concessions from the EU in the financial and migration problems. 

The author comes to the conclusion that in the coming years Italy, being a -
of the success of euroscepticism and populism in Europe has strong changes to lead all European 
sceptics. The 2019 European Parliament election in Italy were held on 26 May 2019. The League 
took the 1st place (won 28 seats and took 34,3 percent) and M5S took the 3rd place (won 14 seats 
and took 17,1 percent). The eurosceptics have increased their representation in the new 
composition of the European Parliament, but the majority still remained for the parties that 
advocate the preservation of the European Union.  

Generally, we should not forget that the European Parliament is one of the elements of 
decision-making in the EU, the most important role continues to play a consensus between the 
governments of the Member States in the EU Council. Even one eurosceptic government for the 
EU is a bigger problem than all eurosceptics of the European Parliament.  
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